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MSUM looks  toward D-I hockey
BY DANNY DETERMAN
determanda@mnstate.edu
It has been more than two years 
since MSUM began to explore 
adding a Division-I hockey 
program, and now the pieces 
needed to make that a reality may 
be falling in place.
Over the summer, MSUM 
officials announced that 
they set a goal of raising 
$37 million by mid-October to 
fund the addition of a hockey 
program. As of July 15, roughly 
40 percent of that total had been 
reached. 
Supporters say bringing 
D-I hockey to MSUM would 
benefit the Fargo-Moorhead 
area in a variety of ways. The 
primary beneficiaries apart from 
the university would be local 
businesses, who could expect 
to see increased revenue due to 
tourism from game attendees. 
 According to Jan Mahoney, 
MSUM’s vice president of 
finance and administration, two 
feasibility studies show that a 
hockey program would create 
$12 million to $14 million in 
HOCKEY, PAGE 8
Bookstore remodeled to ‘store of the future’
BY CHARLY HALEY
haleych@mnstate.edu
Returning students have 
probably noticed something 
different in MacLean.
Along with the ARO and 
Cafe Connection, the bookstore 
has been renovated. The store 
reopened on Aug. 8.
The plans
MSUM staff had been looking 
at renovating the bookstore for the 
past six years, said Kim Samson, 
bookstore supervisor.
“If you’re in retail these days, 
renovation needs to be part of your 
long-term plans,” Samson said.
The store was in need of an 
update, Samson said. Some of 
the fixtures were more than 20 
years old and breaking, floor was 
cracking, Formica was chipping 
and some shelves were becoming 
unstable.
“Maybe to the naked eye of the 
consumer the store looked fine, 
but there were a lot of things that 
were breaking down,” Samson 
said.
After some talk of potentially 
moving the bookstore to the CMU, 
renovation plans came into place 
last fall. Samson received the plans 
for renovating the bookstore’s 
lower level in October, and plans 
for the upper level arrived in 
November.
The store was designed by Kim 
Walters of College Store Design 
in Lincoln, Neb. It’s one of many 
stores she designed with a concept 
she calls “the store of the future” 
in mind.
“It’s not just textbooks 
anymore,” Walters said. “It’s 
become a fun place to shop.”
Other universities that Walters 
has worked with that have 
similar bookstore designs include 
South Dakota State Universityin 
Brookings, North Georgia College 
and State University and Clayton 
State University in Georgia.
The product
Walters strived for an updated 
and modern look, she said. She 
based her color pallet on MSUM’s 
school colors, while designing so 
the decor didn’t distract from the 
bookstore’s merchandise.
Samson was pleased to see 
school colors incorporated into the 
design.
“We are the Dragons,” she said. 
“We have reds, blacks, grays and 
whites for our main color scheme.”
The bookstore may eventually 
incorporate additional services, 
such as making Dragon IDs, 
selling parking permits or selling 
tickets to MSUM events.
“I think some people on campus 
were interested in doing that even 
for fall, but we just couldn’t handle 
it with the remodel,” Samson 
said. “We may be doing some 
experimental things in this next 
spring.”
The bookstore may not be 
able to provide those additional 
services during the school year, 
but Samson said she wants to try 
to offer some other services in the 
off-season.
DAHL UNFINISHED
The construction and mess outside Dahl has continued into the school year. JESSICA FLEMING • Photo Editor
BY KRISTIN KIRTZ
kirtzkr@mnstate.edu
Sleeping in late hasn’t been an option for 
many Dahl residents so far this semester.
Construction on Dahl began this summer 
and many will be glad to hear it will soon be 
coming to an end.  Melynda Heying, a resident 
in Dahl, said although the distraction has been 
minimal, early morning construction can be a 
bit loud.
“The other morning I was woken up by the 
sound of saws at about six in the morning,” 
Heying said. 
Although it’s been a tad annoying for some, 
the results will be well worth it. According to 
Heather Phillips, the MSUM housing director, 
the once all-female dorm is becoming a coed 
building for the purpose of making it a living 
learning community, where residents live 
among other students with similar majors.
“Our vision for Dahl is for it to be a 
Newly coed dorm still under construction
DAHL, PAGE 5
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8 Killed in Suicide 
Attack in Chechnya
A suicide bomber in Chechnya 
killed eight people, seven of 
whom were police, during 
celebrations to make the end of 
Ramadan, a police source told the 
state’s Interfax news agency. 
A man reportedly detonated 
a bomb in Grozny, Chechnya’s 
capital, when police patrols tried 
to detain him, which was then 
followed by a second blast soon 
afterward. 
In addition to the eight people 
killed, another 16 were injured, 
the independent news agency 
reported. 
Residents told Reuters they 
heard gunshots shortly after 
the explosion. Chechnya is 
home to an Islamist insurgency 
that has organized attacks for 
independence from Russia. 
Exxon Nabs Huge 
Russian Oil deal
Exxon Mobil won a highly 
prized deal Tuesday to explore 
for oil in Russia’s portion of 
the Arctic Ocean, an agreement 
that will see the country 
diversify the petroleum industry 
internationally. 
Exxon’s total investment could 
reach $500 billion, helping to 
rejuvenate Russia’s economy. 
But Exxon also agrees to hand 
over to Russian state oil company 
Rosneft unspecified assets, 
including in Texas and the Gulf of 
Mexico, but it’s unclear whether 
it will hand over operational 
control of any projects.
Han Li to serve as 
AE for international 
conference
School of Business faculty 
member Han Li is serving as 
associate editor in IS Security 
and Privacy track for the 2011 
International Conference on 
Information Systems, to be 
held in Shanghai, China, Dec. 
4 to 7. ICIS is the major annual 
meeting of the Association for 
Information Systems, which 
has more than 4,000 members 
representing universities in more 
than 95 countries worldwide. It 
is the most prestigious gathering 
of academics and practitioners in 
the IS discipline.
MSUM Briefs
ampusalendarC
 9.1-9.7
   9.1 
9.2
9.3
9.5
9.6
9.7
6 a.m.-8:30 a.m. Lap Swim
6:30 p.m. Cinethusiasts Meet-
ing
7 p.m. Delta Zeta Karaoke
6 a.m.-8 a.m. Lap Swim
9 p.m.-12 a.m. Friday Night 
Undergrounds
7 p.m.-11 p.m. Swing Dancing 
Club
1 p.m. Spin Class-Wellness 
Center
2 p.m. Body Pump-Wellness 
Center
All day Labor Day-No School
10 a.m.- 5 p.m. DragonFest 
Rainsite
11 a.m.- 5 p.m. Gamma Phi 
Beta
5 p.m.- 6p.m. Student Organi-
zation Assembly
8 p.m. Habitat for Humanity
7 p.m.-10 p.m. Speaker Matt 
Glowacki
5:30 p.m. Gamer Club Meeting
8 p.m. Students Today Leaders 
Forever meeting
Security Update  
Director of Public Safety 
Greg Lemke
Suspicious male reported in 
Bridges on Aug. 22. Public Safety 
escorted individual out.
A FM Ambulance was called to 
Dahl on Aug. 22. The ambulance 
responded but did not transport 
individual.
A suspicious male was reported 
in South Snarr on Aug. 23 but 
was gone when Public Safety 
responded.
Two students were referred to 
Campus Judicial for alcohol 
violations.
The fire alarm was set off by 
construction dust on Aug. 23. 
Moorhead Fire Department was 
alerted and the alarm was reset.
Dan McEwen 
publishes paper in 
journal
Dan McEwen, biosciences, 
has had a paper published in the 
journal “Ambio” with colleagues 
from NDSU, University of Texas 
at El Paso, and Woods Hole 
Oceanographic Institute. The 
paper is titled “Changes in tundra 
pond limnology: re-sampling 
Alaskan ponds after 40 years,” 
related to field work he did over 
the past three summers in Arctic 
Alaska.
Mass comm 
student selected 
for prestigious 
photography 
workshop
Mass communications senior 
Chris Franz has been selected 
to attend the 2011 Eddie Adams 
Workshop in New York, an 
intense four-day gathering of top 
photography professionals and 
carefully selected students. 
Fifty students, both 
undergraduate and graduate are 
selected by portfolio to take part 
in the workshop. 
In addition to the Eddie 
Adams workshop, Chris won the 
Minnesota Press Photographers’ 
College Photographer of the Year 
competition this past spring for 
the second year in a row, and this 
past summer he was once again 
Richard Adler to 
write sixth edition 
of book
Elsevier Publishing, St. Louis 
and Amsterdam, The Netherlands, 
has asked Richard Adler, speech 
language and hearing science, 
and  a colleague from Vanderbilt 
University to write a sixth edition 
of their book, “Neurology for the 
Speech Language Pathologist” to 
be published in 2013.
chosen for the Forum newspaper’s 
photography internship.
To report a problem contact Public Safety at 218.477.2675
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SKATTERMAN w MYNK FLOYD & PROPERTY SIX • Saturday, Sept. 24 • Ages 21+ • The Aquarium
TRAILER PARK BOYS • Monday, October 3 • All Ages • Fargo Theatre • SOLD OUT
WILDLIFE • Monday, October 3 • Ages 21+ • The Aquarium • FREE with Trailer Park Boys ticket stub
JONATHAN TYLER & The Northern Lights • Tuesday, October 4 • Ages 21+ • The Aquarium
WOOKIEFOOT w JON WAYNE • Friday, November 18 • Ages 21+ • The Venue @ The Hub
AWAY IN THE BASEMENT (A Church Basement Ladies Christmas) • Nov. 25 • 2PM Show • Fargo Theatre
AWAY IN THE BASEMENT (A Church Basement Ladies Christmas) • Nov. 25 • 7PM Show • Fargo Theatre
AWAY IN THE BASEMENT (A Church Basement Ladies Christmas) • Nov. 26 • 2PM Show • Fargo Theatre
AWAY IN THE BASEMENT (A Church Basement Ladies Christmas) • Nov. 26 • 7PM Show • Fargo Theatre
AWAY IN THE BASEMENT (A Church Basement Ladies Christmas) • Nov. 27 • 2PM Show • Fargo Theatre
Tickets for all shows are available at                         (located at 300 
Broadway; open M-F 12-6PM), by phone (701) 205-3182 & online at:
Tuesday, September 6
MATT NATHANSON
8PM Show • All Ages
Fargo Theatre
Sunday, September 18
WE CAME AS ROMANS
6:30PM Show • All Ages
The Venue @ The Hub
Wednesday, September 14
DEAD MAN WINTER
9PM Show • Ages 21+
The Aquarium
Saturday, September 17
MIDDLE CLASS RUT
5:30PM Show • All Ages
The Aquarium
MISS MAY I, OF MICE AND MEN,
TEXAS IN JULY, & CLOSE TO HOME
with
as seen on COMEDIANS OF CHELSEA LATELY
                            VIFOLLY,
RUNNING ON EMPTY,
& BLACKBEARD IS MY COPILOT
special guests
UME
& LITE BRITE
w/HALEY E
& THE RYDELS
w/
Saturday, October 1
HAWTHORNE HEIGHTS
5:30PM Show • All Ages
The Aquarium
Sunday, October 2
JAMES MCMURTRY
8PM Show • Ages 21+
The Aquarium
Saturday, October 8
WILLIAMS & REE
7:30PM Show • All Ages
Fargo Theatre
Wednesday, October 12
JO KOY
8PM Show • Mature Audiences
Fargo Theatre
Sunday, October 16
THE TEMPTATIONS
7:30PM Show • All Ages
Fargo Theatre
Friday, October 21
ANDRE NICKATINA
8PM Show • All Ages
The Venue @ The Hub
A&E
MSUM art students got a once-
in-a-lifetime experience when 
they went to New York for an art 
study program. 
On May 21, professor John 
Volk took students to live in New 
York University dorms while 
they used studios at the New 
York Academy of Art. Their 
journey and work can now be 
viewed at the art gallery in the 
Center for Arts. The exhibition 
opens today and runs until Oct. 
7. 
The program’s plan was to 
spend two days a week working 
on art and then two days 
exploring museums, Volk said. 
The comedy troupe Second 
City will perform at 7:30 p.m. 
Sept. 8 in Hansen Theatre.  The 
performance is free for students. 
According to their website, 
Second City is an improv-based 
sketch comedy company. They 
are based out of theaters in 
Chicago and Toronto, and their 
list of alumni includes Tina 
Fey, Bill Murray, John Belushi, 
Stephen Colbert, John Stewart, 
Steve Carell and many more.
Kevin Sciretta is one of the 
members of Second City who 
will be coming to MSUM to 
perform next Thursday. He said 
the show is two acts of sketch 
comedy, as well as some improv, 
where the cast interacts with the 
audience.
“It’s like ‘Whose Line is it 
Anyway?’ but Second City-style 
instead,” Sciretta said.
The performers of Second 
City will also lead an improv 
workshop. This workshop is 
free and open to all students. 
In order to participate, students 
must sign up in the theater office. 
The workshop will include many 
exercises. Sciretta explained 
that it will be beneficial to all 
students.
“Students get to come in and 
see how we operate,” Sciretta 
said.
The workshop will teach 
students who are interested in 
theater and improv how to succeed. 
Sciretta has been with Second 
City since 2007 and has acted on 
stage with “Saturday Night Live” 
actor Jason Sudeikis.  
The performance is brought 
to MSUM through the 
Performing Arts Series. This 
series is responsible for four 
performances a year. This year 
it includes Second City, the 
Takács Quartet, the combination 
of music and theater All Is Calm: 
the Christmas Truce of 1914 and 
the dance company James Sewell 
Ballet with the Arsenal Trio. 
Tickets are usually $15 for 
students but for the Second 
City and James Sewell Ballet 
performances, students can 
attend for free. Rebecca Sundet-
Schoenwald is responsible for 
putting the show together and 
she encourages students to take 
advantage of the opportunity. 
Tickets can be purchased at the 
Tina Fey, Stephen Colbert’s alma mater performing in Hansen
BY ANDREW JASONjasonan@mnstate.edu
BY ANDREW JASONjasonan@mnstate.edu The other days were spent losing themselves in New York and 
becoming part of the experience.
“They become a part of it 
(culture and art),” Volk said. 
“The whole idea is to explore ... 
do research about the art world 
and become part of it ... you get 
immersed in this. The energy is 
very exciting.”
Each student was allowed to 
work on his or her own specialty. 
Students worked on photography, 
drawing and printmaking. 
The New York Academy of 
Art is known for specializing in 
figure art and this is evident in 
the exhibit. Many of the works 
feature the human body.
While studying, some students 
got to work at or visit studios. 
Amanda Heidt, art and design 
senior, got to experience this 
when she worked at Blackburn 
Studio in New York making 
prints. Heidt explains how her 
favorite moment of the trip 
was gaining that invaluable 
experience.
“You get the same feeling as 
you get on campus (working in 
the studio),” Heidt said. “It’s a 
great feeling to be in the city and 
feed off of everything.”
Volk explained that  Fargo 
can be kind of a vacuum when it 
comes to the lack of art choices 
around. He hopes the art gallery 
can help fix that and asked that 
people head to the gallery to see 
it for themselves.
Student’s work from a trip to New York is now on display in the Center for the Arts. 
JESSICA FLEMING • Photo Editor
Sketch-comedy improv troupe Second City will perform at 7:30 p.m. Sept. 8 in Hansen Theater.
Art students’ New York experience shared 
in art gallery in the Center for the Arts
Submitted Photo
MSUM Box Office. In order for 
students to get free tickets they 
must go to the box office after 6 
p.m. the day of the show to pick 
them up.
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A new login screen has 
welcomed industrious returning 
students to MSUM computer 
labs.
With the new login screens 
come a bevy of changes that will 
put the onus of backing up work 
on the student. Any changes made 
to the PC and Mac workstations 
will be erased once the student 
logs off.
Students need to log in with 
their DragonNet username, 
which is the same as their email 
username. Once logged in, 
all activity performed on the 
computer will be logged on the 
student’s profile.
Terry Peterson advises students 
to always carry their own external 
storage media to avoid running 
into problems with backing up 
work.
“We always had the Deep 
Freeze in place. That’s a software 
that puts (the computer) back 
to the base image every night,” 
Peterson said. Deep Freeze has 
always been installed on PCs on 
campus, but with the new login 
system, similar changes will be 
applied to Macs as well.
“The change basically affects 
faculty and students, anybody 
with a Dragonnet user name. So 
you don’t have someone coming 
into the lab at midnight who 
shouldn’t be in that lab,” said 
Jordan Pope, who was contracted 
for work on the lab management 
project.
The new login system creates 
the opportunity for campus wide 
PC shutdowns to reduce power 
costs.
Aside from the new sign-on 
profiles and the changes to saving, 
new projects will be implemented 
within upcoming semesters.
“IT has some upcoming 
planned projects, such as print 
control and single sign on. Print 
control is probably going to be 
one of the major initiatives. Just 
for example, up here in IT there’s 
just a tremendous amount of 
printing that goes on, of course 
a lot of it can be very wasteful,” 
Peterson said.
Print control would track the 
amount of printing done on 
each student’s profile. While 
undecided at this time, they could 
implement limits for each student.
With the “single sign-on” 
project, DragonNet (for emails), 
Dragon ID (for eservices), 
Moodle, D2L and any other 
authentication on campus could 
be consolidated to one username 
New login system implemented across campus
JESSICA FLEMING • Photo Editor
BY MATTHEW BECKMAN
beckmanma@mnstate.edu
To read more from this writer, 
view his blog at 
mattjbeckman.blogspot.com
Students adjust to new DragonNet login page with all computers on campus.
also made the bookstore more 
efficient, Samson said. The new 
entrances provide for less con-
gestion of customers, and the 
new cashier block is designed for 
faster service, as opposed to the 
previous design with three lines.
The bookstore is also designed 
to better serve non-students and 
potential students, Samson said, 
because the front of the store is 
more open.
“People see that we’re a nice 
store. They’ll want to come see 
us,” Samson said.
“I want our store to be one of 
the highlights of the campus,” 
she said, “and I feel it is. When 
people come in and do their visits 
of the campus, hopefully they 
want to come in and buy some-
thing that represents this place.”
The purpose
Samson has heard many posi-
tive comments from students, 
regarding the bookstore.
“I’m happy about that, because 
it’s really the students’ base. We 
just work here to provide the 
service to the students,” she said.
To read more from this writer, 
view her blog at 
charlyhaley.blogspot.com
BOOKSTORE,  
FROM FRONT
Students file into the newly renovated bookstore to make their purchases before school begins.
“I want our store to be one of the highlights of 
the campus and I feel it is. When people come 
in and do their visits of the campus, hopefully 
they want to come in and buy something that 
represents this place.”
-Kim Samson
bookstore supervisor
JESSICA FLEMING • Photo Editor
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Become an AmeriCorps Member 
at the YMCA and receive 
$2,775 
towards your education 
after a year of service!
Learn More & Apply at:
ymcacassclay.org/americorps 
HAVE SCHOOL
LOANS?
MSUM’s Campus News 
received multiple awards in 
August from the National 
Academy of Arts and Sciences’ 
Upper Midwest Chapter.
The student-produced TV 
newscast received a Student 
Television Award for Excellence 
in the newscast category, and 
three individuals took awards.
Junior Lane Zyvoloski 
received an award in the arts and 
entertainment/cultural affairs 
category, senior Kim Kressin 
received a writing award and 
MSUM alumna Kelsey Roseth 
took an award in general 
assignment news.
“I was super surprised, 
because I had no idea it was even 
entered,” Zyvoloski said.
Campus News adviser Aaron 
Quanbeck said he entered the 
contest in the summer, when it’s 
difficult to contact students.
Both Zyvoloski and Kressin 
found the awards to be a pleasant 
surprise.
“I was really excited, and 
I think it’s really nice to be 
recognized,” Kressin said.
Zyvoloski’s package was 
about Buddhist monks who 
made a sand mandala at NDSU.
“They spent months working 
on it,” she said. “It’s all day long 
everyday, and there’s meaning 
in the shapes, and everything. 
It’s intricate; it’s beautiful; and 
then at the end they just wipe it 
all away. It’s symbolic of how 
life is temporary and has lots of 
underlying meanings.”
When Kressin, who was 
a Campus News producer, 
proposed the story idea, 
Zyvoloski was attracted to it 
because she had previously 
taken a world religions class and 
knew she’d be able to use that 
knowledge while working on her 
package.
Zyvoloski said Kressin and the 
other Campus News producers 
were really helpful.
“I got to watch the whole 
process, and see her (Zyvoloski) 
go through everything,” Kressin 
said. “She put a lot of hard work 
into it, a lot of hours.”
Kressin’s writing award was 
received for a composite of three 
of her stories.
Receiving the award made 
Kressin excited about not only 
the composite that won the 
award, but about reporting in 
general.
“It makes me excited for the 
future,” Kressin said.
Kressin has wanted to be a 
reporter from a young age, she 
said. When she first started 
on Campus News, it was 
overwhelming, “but then I kind 
of developed just this passion 
for it, and this want to make 
everything, and to really tell 
other peoples’ stories in the most 
creative way possible.”
Zyvoloski has a similar feeling 
about reporting.
“You get to meet tons of 
people,” she said. “Everybody 
has a different story; everybody 
has something to say, and I 
thought that was really exciting. 
It’s always exciting to go to 
different events that you 
probably wouldn’t otherwise go 
to or know about.”
Kressin is a broadcast 
journalism major, and Zyvoloski 
is majoring in multimedia 
journalism.
Quanbeck is proud of all of 
the Campus News students for 
receiving these awards.
“It’s very rewarding 
when students’ hard work is 
recognized,” he said. “It’s a 
testimony to the effort of our 
students, their commitment to the 
program and their dedication.”
The 2011 Campus News 
producers were Kathryn 
Anderson, Roseth, Torrey 
Halverson, Elliot Hoekstra, 
C.J. Pierre, Kressin and Daniel 
Bartholomay.
living learning community for students 
in art programs,” Phillips said. 
As Phillips put it, the renovation 
has two phases with a chance of a 
third one. The first two phases involve 
updating the dorm rooms and replacing 
existing furniture in the living areas.
The first phase is wrapping up. 
The rooms in the south and central 
parts of the building are finished and 
crews are now working on finishing 
the bathrooms and common areas 
throughout those parts of the building.
The second phase will be completed 
next summer when they redo the north 
side of the building. 
The third phase, which is not yet 
finalized, would completely change the 
basement of Dahl to help complement 
the living learning community. 
“We might have things like studio 
spaces, seminar rooms and computer 
labs, really focused on the needs of 
students in the arts,“ Phillips said. “We 
haven’t planned a design right now but 
we are actually planning a pre-design.”
Although some are sad to see a 
traditionally all-female dorm come to 
an end, Heying welcomes the change.
“I lived in Dahl my freshman year, 
and I love the building,” Heying said. 
“It’s different to have guys around but 
it’s nice to have the testosterone.”
Now that not as many women 
are able to live in Dahl, the housing 
department decided on making 
Ballard, known for being the only all-
male building on campus, a coed dorm 
as well.
Ballard was a popular choice for 
many female students applying for 
housing, Phillips explained, citing its 
convenient location on campus and 
huge closet space.
Phillips also mentioned that in 
recent years it was hard to find rooms 
for women who wanted to have a 
single bedroom. Opening Ballard up 
to women made it easier to find them 
single rooms since Ballard has many 
to offer.
DAHL, FROM FRONT
Campus News’ Lane Zyvoloski, left, and Kim Kressin proudly hold their awards from the National Academy of Arts and 
Sciences’ Upper Midwest Chapter
JESSICA FLEMING • Photo Editor
Campus News students win again
To read more from this writer, 
view her blog at 
charlyhaley.blogspot.com
BY CHARLY HALEY
haleych@mnstate.edu
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administration, faculty or student body. 
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editor and any submissions. They should be typed and 
must include the writer’s name, signature, address, 
phone number, year in school or occupation
and any affiliations. Letters are due by 5 p.m. Monday 
and can be sent to  
MSUM Box 130, 
dropped off in The Advocate office  
or e-mailed to advocate@mnstate.edu.
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BY ALICIA STRNAD
strnadal@mnstate.edu
This is my 18th semester of 
college.
Yes, 18th. As in nine years 
worth of higher education.
My first semester at MSUM 
was back in fall of 2000. Stop 
doing the math. Yes, that means 
I’m older than you. And no, 
freshmen, that doesn’t mean I’ll 
buy you beer, so please don’t 
stop me in the bathroom to ask 
anymore.
I don’t plan to continue my 
educational profession for too 
much longer. I’m working on 
my fourth degree now – my first 
bachelor’s. If all goes according 
to plan, I’ll graduate in May and 
be done without needing a 20th 
semester. Any fan of Stephen 
King’s “The Dark Tower” series 
knows 19 is always an excellent 
number to settle on.
There are certain perks to 
sticking around this long, 
though. 
After a while, you learn to 
work the system in your favor. 
For instance, this year, the 
bookstore wanted $410.81 for 
my books. I paid $30.39 online 
– savings I definitely wasn’t 
aware of when I was just an 
amateur student.
It also streamlines the 
business angle of college too. 
All the terminology of tuition, 
financial aid and the like is old 
hat. I can probably fill out a 
FAFSA in my sleep.
Classes tend to be easier for 
me. I can write most papers 
blindfolded at this point. And 
– don’t tell the professors – 
by now I’ve written so many 
papers that sometimes I can just 
change the class information at 
the top and turn in an old one 
that fits the new assignment. 
Talk about a time saver.
Of course, being a student 
off and on for more than a 
decade hasn’t been all hugs and 
puppies. Every semester I feel 
a little older. It occurred to me 
as I drove to my first day of 
classes  this year that I have art 
hanging on my walls at home 
that is older than some of my 
new classmates. Heck, I’ve got 
purses older than some of them.
Every year, the technology 
gets a little further beyond 
what I’m comfortable with. The 
slang gets a little more bizarre. 
The fashion trends get a little 
more confusing. And I wish 
more and more that I was deaf 
because I do not want to hear 
any more about what Sammi 
said Ashley said about what she 
heard Brittany might have said 
about Lauren.
There are more and more 
moments when I want to pull 
aside some young girl in one 
of my classes and have the talk 
with her that her mom would be 
having with her if she could hear 
the conversation her daughter 
just had with her friend. More 
times I want to grab a young 
man by his ear and tell him to 
pull up his pants all the way, 
buy a belt and take off his hat 
when he’s inside a building.
It’s definitely an odd feeling 
being older than the average 
college student. Hearing 
students talk about “old” 
musicians or TV shows that 
were new when I was a kid 
is definitely weird. Weirder 
still,  walking into class on the 
first day and knowing only the 
professor – not because I’ve 
had a class with her before, 
but because we used to be 
coworkers.
Despite the drawbacks – and 
how elderly it’s been making 
me feel recently – I’m glad to 
be back at MSUM. However, 
I’m also definitely glad I’ll be 
done soon. 
I’ve been out in the 
professional world before. 
College is definitely easier 
than the “real” world, but the 
rewards out there are infinitely 
better. 
Plus, it’s nice to be paid to 
work, rather than paying to 
work – and 19 semesters’ worth 
of student loans aren’t going to 
pay for themselves.
BY MATT LECH
lechma@mnstate.edu
It isn’t incredibly bold to 
say, “Politicians aren’t doing 
their jobs.” Say it to the next 
person you share an elevator 
with, it will almost certainly 
be an uncontroversial ice-
breaker. Because of this, we 
should take a moment to try to 
remember what it is politicians 
are supposed to be doing.
A quick civics refresher: the 
United States is a republic with a 
representative democracy. This 
means we elect representatives 
to make laws instead of holding 
referenda on every single issue. 
In theory, one of the 
advantages of this system 
is that we can entrust civil 
servants (i.e., “politicians”) 
with the task of understanding 
complex issues such as foreign 
policy and macroeconomics 
that, unfortunately, the average 
citizen hasn’t got the time and/
or motivation to study.
In this sense, the views 
espoused by far-right politicians 
such as Michele Bachmann 
are in direct conflict with the 
American republic as it was 
envisioned by our Founding 
Fathers. I’m not just writing 
that because it’s really fun to 
write (and it is), I’m writing it 
because it is, I think, the best 
way to understand why Capitol 
Hill is so dysfunctional. 
As an elected representative, 
politicians are obliged to know 
that “Obamacare” doesn’t 
create “death panels” or fund 
abortion. Too often during 
that debate, a politician would 
claim that they hadn’t read the 
bill and didn’t know anyone 
who had. “War and Peace” 
hasmore than 200,000 more 
words than the Affordable Care 
Act. It isn’t too long to read, 
especially if it’s your job.
Instead of studying the 
issues, our politicians have 
teams working around the 
clock to spin events in order 
to foment anger to win Gallup 
polls. It isn’t just conservatives 
who do this, of course, but it 
isn’t balanced. There clearly 
isn’t a liberal equivalent to the 
Tea Party.
Look at the rhetoric 
commonly used by Michele 
Bachmann. She calls for 
“common sense solutions” 
based on the Constitution.
Here’s a tip: If any politician 
claims he or she can fix the 
economy or make gasoline cost 
$2 a gallon by using common 
sense and the Constitution, he 
or she is lying to you. The 
Founding Fathers were some 
of the greatest men in history, 
but they were not supernatural 
and could not predict the 
future. Could we bring them 
back to life, they would be 
embarrassingly ignorant of the 
intricacies of modern global 
economics.
We need to acknowledge  the 
difficulty of the problems we 
face as a country. If common 
sense tells us that the scientific 
community doesn’t understand 
carbon dioxide’s effect on the 
atmosphere or that Barack 
Obama is largely to blame for 
our national debt, common 
sense is nonsense. There’s 
a good reason why we don’t 
make serving in Congress like 
jury duty.
A representative democracy 
requires its leaders to have 
uncommon sense, and we need 
to start voting that way.
To read more from this  
writer, visit his blog at  
mattlech.blogspot.com
Do you make 
devastating arguments?
Become a columnist and share 
them with the rest of us.
For more information, come to CMU 110 
on September 5th at 1:30 
Starting semester #18
Uncommon sense
The weather hasn’t been the dull small talk this 
year that it traditionally is. Countless rivers in the 
region have experienced record flooding, Texas 
has experienced a record drought, Hurricane Irene 
recently devastated the East Coast with floods, and 
2011 has so far been the fourth deadliest year for 
tornadoes on record.
All this begs the question: What does this have to 
do with climate change? Would the people of Minot, 
N.D., have lost their homes were it not for our 
dependence on fossil fuels?
Deniers of climate change will be quick to point 
out something that even climate scientists agree 
with: You cannot judge climate trends by individual 
instances of weather. You have to look at the larger 
trends.
However, increased instances of extreme weather are 
predicted by climate models, which means years like 
this one are unsurprising. The earth is heating up, 
and this means there is more energy available to mix 
things up.
More than 95 percent of climate scientists agree that 
mankind is a significant driver of global warming. 
This is about as solid a scientific consensus as you 
will see, which makes the opinions of non-scientists 
entirely irrelevant. It’s not a matter of opinion, it’s a 
matter of evidence.
With this in mind, we have an obligation to convince 
the unconvinced. Everyone is entitled to their 
opinions, but only one of those opinions has the 
support of over 95 percent of relevant scientists.
Talking about the weather
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Mom’s Diner has more in com-
mon with a nursing home than an 
actual 1940s cafe. 
Through the doors there is 
a glass refrigerator filled with 
somewhat old-looking dessert – 
that much, at least, they got right. 
After that, the cafeteria set-up 
of teal vinyl booths, along with 
the plastic philodendrons suggest 
a place designed to placate con-
fused octogenarians as they wait 
to die.
The clientele is nearly all 
older than 70. At 6:30 p.m. on a 
Sunday, there were half a dozen 
couples silently mouthing open 
mini Saltine cracker packets. In a 
booth near the door, an old man 
in a shirt reading, “I’m retired, 
don’t ask me to do anything,” sat 
across from a hot roast beef sand-
wich and a man young enough to 
be his son, but still old enough 
for jowls. 
Oddly enough, they were tex-
ting on smartphones. One had to 
wonder if they were texting each 
Mom’s Diner compares to nursing home
other because they could not hear 
or whether the phones were even 
on. 
The hot roast beef sandwich 
was pretty good. It was $6.15, 
which isn’t bad, and there weren’t 
very many cold places. The beef 
was tender and didn’t have any 
tendons in it, which is a plus, and 
there was even a perfectly round 
scoop of stuffing to augment the 
perfectly round scoop of instant 
mashed potatoes. All of it was 
nice and soft and easy to chew. 
BY JOHN ENGER
engerjo@mnstate.edu
Thursday, Sept. 1, 2011
Students walk in the campus mall during their first week of school.
Mom’s Diner, located on the corner of  University Drive and Main Avenue in Fargo, offers cafe fare at affordable prices, 
though the atmosphere lacks vintage appeal.
JESSICA FLEMING • Photo Editor
of University Drive and Main 
Avenue in Fargo. 
Fargo eatery fails to 
impress, but offers 
cheap eats
All together it was nice, salty 
and cheap (under $20 for a din-
ner for two, including tax and tip. 
Not bad.) 
The service was a little slow 
(there was only one waitress) but 
very personable. As the old men 
put their smartphones in their 
pockets and picked up the tab, 
she said, “See you next week, 
Phil.” 
That is pretty much the point of 
Mom’s Diner. 
Mom’s Diner is on the corner 
JESSICA FLEMING • Photo Editor
 
Jobs 
The FARGODOME is 
accepting applications for 
part-time cashiers, serv-
ers,
and cooks in the  
concession department.
hours very according to 
events, but we will work 
around your school 
schedule. Must be able 
to work NDSU footbal 
events.
Applicants are encour-
aged
to fill out applications at 
the FARGODOME, 1800 
North University Drive, 
Fargo ND. 
No phone calls please.
Classifieds
Medium
1 Topping
Pizza $7.99
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I may or may not have spent most of my college tuition money on 
video games and energy drinks. So in my attempt to save some 
cash, I’ve gotten wise to the coupon craze. 
Look who’s getting 20% off ___________at Paradiso. 
Yep, that would be me. 
Offer expires 12/31/11.
PAR30596
C
arefully cut along the dotted line to cash in your savings.
Just fill in the blank below with your favorite menu item.
801 38th St S, Fargo, ND
www.paradiso.com
Coupon
Make Your
 Own
A Real Thrift Store - Lowest Prices In Town
Best Kept Secret in Fargo/Moorhead
Come Check Out Gently Used 
Clothing, Housewares, Furniture, Art
701-235-4453, 1902 3rd Ave N Fargo
www.fargonlc.org
HOCKEY, FROM FRONT
Intramurals makes big changes
BY DANNY DETERMAN
determda@mnstate.edu
Smith said her transition into 
this new role has been relatively 
smooth, and she credits the staff 
for this. 
“They have all been super 
supportive and open to the 
changes I have made this 
summer. I couldn’t ask for a 
better group of individuals to 
work with everyday.”
Among other changes, the 
intramural department has created 
a new logo, which consists of 
the MSUM Dragon in white on 
top of a red diamond with the 
words “Dragon Intramurals” on 
the lower right side. 
According to Smith, the idea 
to make a department-specific 
logo was one of several ideas she 
got from the National Intramural-
Recreational Sports Association 
conference in April in New 
Orleans.
“We decided that we needed to 
brand ourselves with something 
specific that students can 
recognize,” Smith said.
The new school year has 
brought plenty of changes for 
Dragon intramurals. 
Natasha Smith, who worked 
for the intramural department as 
a sports coordinator for the past 
four years, was named graduate 
assistant of the department over 
the summer. 
“When I was accepted into 
graduate school at MSUM, 
I expressed to Todd (Peters, 
director of Dragon Intramurals) 
that I would like to keep 
working for intramurals, and he 
immediately started working on a 
graduate position for me,” Smith 
said.
With this new role comes 
new responsibilities, including 
managing the intramural 
department during office hours, 
scheduling facility times for club 
sports and dealing with security 
in Nemzek during intramural 
games. 
The decision to keep the 
dragon in the logo was made 
so students would still recognize 
the department as an on-campus 
organization.
Another change for intramurals 
is its new office location. The 
department has moved across the 
hall into Nemzek 122.
“We definitely have more 
space now that we no longer 
share an office with the Swim 
School,” Smith said.
Last year, intramurals 
introduced recreational activities 
in the Wellness Center two 
nights a week, offering basketball 
Sunday nights and volleyball 
Wednesday nights. This year, the 
program is expanding, offering 
those two sports, as well as 
ultimate Frisbee on Mondays, 
capture the flag Tuesdays and 
dodgeball Thursdays. Students 
must bring their Dragon ID but 
do not need to register. 
In addition to recreational 
ultimate Frisbee on Monday 
nights, there 
will also be a 
league Tuesday 
and Thursday 
nights that 
does require 
registration.
The last 
change to 
intramurals is 
the use of a 
security desk 
in the front of 
Nemzek during 
the evenings, 
expected to 
be operating 
within the 
week. In the 
past, intramural 
staff had difficulty policing who 
entered the building, as non-
students can be a liability to the 
university. 
With this security desk, 
intramural participants will no 
longer have to check in with a 
desk worker in the intramural 
office. Students will now be 
required to present their Dragon 
ID at the security desk to enter 
Nemzek during the evening. 
For more information 
on intramurals or to 
register for activities, visit 
mnstate.athleague.com.
Intramural Recreational Activities
Tuesday
Dodgeball 9:30 p.m.
Monday
Ultimate Frisbee 9:30 p.m.
Nemzek Practice Field Nemzek Practice Field
Sunday
Basketball 7:30 p.m.
Wellness Center Wellness CenterWellness Center
Wednesday
Volleyball 9:30 p.m.
Thursday
Capture the Flag 9:30 p.m.
annual economic impact to  the 
community. 
Although supporters are 
focused on the positive outcomes 
a hockey program could have, 
there are practical considerations 
involved. The most pressing issue 
is funding. According to President 
Szymanski, 40 percent of the 
w$37 million goal had been 
committed by July 15. While 
supporters believe there is 
enough interest in the community 
to generate the remaining 60 
percent, no further steps can be 
taken until funding is secured. 
There are some ways for the 
university to cut some costs. 
Scheels Arena, home of the Fargo 
Force, is said to be available for a 
hockey program, eliminating the 
need for MSUM to build its own 
facility.
Yet to be determined is 
conference affiliation. D-I 
hockey will experience some 
major rearrangement in the 
next two to three years. It was 
announced that five teams from 
the Western Collegiate Hockey 
Association – the University of 
North Dakota, Colorado College, 
the University of Denver, the 
University of Nebraska at Omaha 
and the University of Minnesota 
Duluth – will join Miami 
University (Ohio) of the Central 
Collegiate Hockey Association 
in the newly formed National 
Collegiate Hockey Conference 
starting in the 2013-2014 season. 
According to the NCAA, the 
NCHC will begin research of 
additional members, and they 
have no pre-determined limit on 
the final number of schools.  
The Big Ten has also 
announced their 
plan to form a 
hockey conference 
in the next two 
seasons, bringing 
Minnesota and 
Wisconsin of the 
WCHA as well 
as Michigan, 
Michigan State 
and Ohio State of 
the CCHA along with it. 
This would leave the WCHA 
with five of its current 12 teams 
by the 2013-2014 season, so 
they are expected to add new 
members. These changes could 
potentially open up a place in 
one of these conferences for the 
Dragons.
MSUM must also determine 
how to put together a winning 
team on the ice. Mahoney said 
the team intends to hire, “the best 
coach that money can buy.” This 
coach would then be responsible 
for recruiting top-notch players 
for the team to ensure wins and 
continued community support.
Check the MSUM Athletics 
webpage for updates on the 
potential hockey program. 
Gets new grad assistant, logo, location
